
BULLDOGS OFFTO 
FAST START IN CIF 

Oak Hills girls soccer scores twice 
early and races to a first-round 
playoff win vs. Cajon 
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CIVIL WAR WEEKEND 


One of America’s bloodiest wars 
comes to life at Calico Ghost Town 
this weekend 
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Preparing for the worst 



With school shootings on the rise in the United States, local school districts are taking increased measures to try and ensure the safety of High 
Desert students, [daily press file photo] 

Local schools ramp up safety as school shootings, online threats increase 



STATE & NATION 
A3 

WATER USE 
CLIMBS AS 
DROUGHT 
RETURNS 

As Southern 
California plunges 
back into drought, 
state and 
regional water 
managers are 
considering 
permanently 
reinstating 
conservation 
programs 


Details 
emerge 
in Fla. 
school 
shooting 



Multi-agency active shooter training drills like this one at Victor Valley 
College in 2017, are on the rise as area schools continue to try and 
ensure the safety of all their students, [james quigg, daily press file photo] 


By Paola Baker 

Staff Writer 

As gun violence in schools 
appears to be increasing, local 
school districts are ramping up 
safety and preparedness mea¬ 
sures in the hopes of preventing 
the worst possible scenario. 

“Just this Monday, we had 
an active shooter training 
session,” Helendale Unified 
School District Superintendent 
Ross Swearingen told the Daily 
Press Thursday. “It's sad that 
it has to be this way now, but 
it's getting more and more 
prevalent.” 

Swearingen’s comments 
come on the heels of the 
tragic shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida, on 
Wednesday where 17 people 
died and numerous others were 
injured. 

The gunman, identified as 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, was a former 


student at the school. Multiple 
news outlets reported on Cruz’s 
disturbing social media posts 
he put up prior to the shooting, 
including ones showing various 
firearms. 

The posts have raised a 
number of questions on the 
use of social media to intimi¬ 
date and make mass shooting 
threats, including here in the 
High Desert, where several 
local schools recently found 
themselves dealing with such 
threats. 

In Barstow, 18-year-old 
Bar stow High School student 
Isaiah Velasquez-Traylor was 
arrested Wednesday after he 
allegedly threatened to “shoot 
up the school” on Friday. 
The threats were posted on 
Twitter and spread through the 
Snapchat app. 

The threat against Barstow 
came only a week after a simi¬ 
lar threat was received by Victor 
Valley High School officials 


on Feb. 7, sent via email. And 
Hesperia High School also 
reported a threat made on social 
media against the school onFeb. 
2. 

In the wake of Florida’s trag¬ 
edy, the Daily Press reached out 
to several local school districts 


to better understand what their 
protocol is when investigat¬ 
ing threats, determining their 
credibility and ensuring safety. 
Here’s what we learned: 


See SCHOOLS, A3 


Adelanto inks six-month deal 
for stadium management 


The Associated Press 


PARKLAND, Fla.-The 
teenager accused of using 
a semi-automatic rifle to 
kill 17 people at a Florida 
high school confessed to 
carrying out one of the 
nation’s deadliest school 
shootings and carried 
extra ammunition in his 
backpack, according to 
a sheriff’s department 
report released Thursday. 

Nikolas Cruz told 
investigators that he 
shot students in the hall¬ 
ways and on the grounds 
of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in 
Parkland, north of Miami, 
the report from the 
Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office said. 

Cruz said he brought 
more loaded magazines to 
the school and kept them 
in the backpack until he 
got to campus. 

As the gunman moved 
through the school, he 
fired into five classrooms 
— four on the first floor 
and one on the second 
floor, Sheriff Scott Israel 
said. 

The shooting lasted 
for three minutes. The 

See SHOOTING, A5 


Korn, a partner in 
Grand Prix, will act as 
independent contractor 

By Shea Johnson 

Staff Writer 

ADELANTO - The City 
Council has unanimously 
approved a six-month contract 
with a partner in the Adelanto 
Grand Prix to manage enter¬ 
tainment at Adelanto Stadium, 
a short-term deal struck on 
the heels of the city’s separa¬ 
tion from the San Bernardino 
County Fair. 

Aaron Korn, who acted as 
a stadium manager under 
the Fair, also known as the 


28th District Agricultural 
Association during its capacity 
last year as stadium overseers, 
was awarded a $30,000 agree¬ 
ment Wednesday as an 
independent contractor. 

City officials cited Korn’s 
experience as a positive. 

“I’m very comfortable in 
managing and producing dif¬ 
ferent events,” Korn said by 
phone Thursday, although he 
noted that he and a temporary 
team will focus on working 
alongside booking agents and 
facility managers, while tap¬ 
ping into promoters who have 
already expressed interest in the 

See STADIUM, A5 



The City Council on Wednesday approved a six-month contract for 
stadium operations with Aaron Korn, a partner in the Grand Prix, 
seen here in January, [james quigg, daily press] 


HIGH DESERT | Cl 

REWARDING 
LOCALHIGH 
SCHOOL 
SENIORS 

Victor Valley 
Chamber 
Foundation will 
award several 
$500 scholarships 
to qualifying high 
school seniors. The 
deadline to apply is 
Feb. 27 
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